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intended to push the country headlong into
a full-fledged dictatorship. No, they did
not want that. They were steering a
cautious course, trying not to offend the
victor in the hope of avoiding further
German demands. They did not want to
see a " Gauleiter " installed in their place,
any more than they wanted a hundred per
cent, fascist like Doriot (who conveniently
hovered in the offing) to seize his chance.
The majority, including many Socialists,
swallowed it all. They did not feel happy
about it but they meant to make the best of
a thoroughly bad situation. After all, it
seemed true that this was not a Government
of the extreme fascist variety; there was no
smell of violence about it, and whatever
would have to be done against this class or
that, Laval had promised to do gently. . . .
Better do the inevitable yourself, therefore,
than see it done against you. The old
fallacious idea of the lesser evil prevailed.
They had been led to believe that reaction
was to be moderate. They had no clear
idea of what was to be done nor of what lay
ahead. They had also been led to believe
that this was merely an emergency con-
struction destined to meet a painful exigency
and that it was not going to last. They